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ssippi  Baptist  Convention 


Pearl  River  BSU  heads  to  Salt  Lake  City 


The  services  consist¬ 
ed  of  praise  songs, 
scripture  readings,  and 
a  short  devotion. 

The  last  few  days 
were  devoted  to  tne 
Baptist  Campus 

Ministry  (BCM)  at  the 
University  of  Utah,  and 
projects  at  a  local  church 
Nineteen  students  and  three  ana  food  pantry, 
adults  prepared  for  ski  slope  The  first  job  was 
ministries  and  other  mission  cleaning  the  BCM 
opportunities  in  this  predomi-  House  from  top  to  bot- 
nantly  Mormon  area.  tom,  inside  and  out  —  a 

The  group  departed  New  job  any  BSUer  would 
Orleans  International  Airport  appreciate, 
on  March  7,  anxious  to  ski  but  A  few  members  of 
mainly  to  work  for  the  glory  of  the  group  stocked  a 
the  Lord.  food  closet  at  the  Baptist 

Upon  arrival  in  Salt  Lake  Concern  Center  during 
City,  they  were  greeted  by  this  time. 

Goa's  beautiful  creation,  the  Group  members  were 
majestic  mountains.  astonished  at  the  great 

Kevin  Sigsby,  Southern  amount  of  food  products 
Baptist  Home  Mission  Board  given  away  in  one  week 
(HMB)  missionary,  took  the  to  the  poverty  stricken, 
group  to  Hollaaay  Baptist  Next,  the  group 
Church  where  they  stayea  for  sponsored  a  lunch  for 
the  week.  the  BCM  members. 

The  first  three  days  were  young  Christians  with 
spent  snow  skiing  at  various  similar  interests,  goals, 
resorts  in  the  area,  a  bonding  and  problems. 


By  Rachel  Morris 

PRCC  BSU  member 
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Leading  a  puppet  show  and  with  stories  and  friendships  to 
Bible  story  for  these  poor  cherish  forever. 

Native  American  families  was  a  All  left  with  a  deep  apprecia- 
rewarding  experience  for  tion  for  mission  work  in 
everyone  mvolved.  America  and  with  the  intent  to 

(All  were  touched  by  these  spread  the  Word  in  their  own 
individual  experiences  m  some  camps  and  town, 
way.  Morris  is  member  of  First 

At  the  end  of  the  week  the  Church,  Picayune.  Morris  Baker  is 
group  had  become  very  close,  the  PRCC  BSU  director. 


Women  s  corps  training  set 


The  Southern  Baptist  Woman's  Missionary  Union  (WMU) 
will  host  the  first  Christian  Women's  Job  Corp  (CWJC)  nation¬ 
al  training  event  Aug.  7-9  at  WMU's  national  headquarters  in 
Birmingham,  Ala.  Registration  deadline  is  July  15  or  when  200 
participants  have  registered. 

CWjC  is  a  holistic  training  program  for  women  in  need, 
coordinated  and  staffed  primarily  dv  local  volunteer  leader¬ 
ship  who  design  and  implement  a  plan  to  meet  needs  in  their 
location.  While  projects  vary  in  format,  the  objectives  are  the 
same  —  to  provide  a  Christian  context  in  which  women  in 
need  are  equipped  for  life  and  employment;  and  a  missions 
context  in  which  women  help  women. 

Trudy  Johnson,  WMU  special  projects  manager,  said  the 
Aug.  7-9  training  event  is  recommended  for  individuals  who 
are  committed  to  starting  a  CWJC  site.  Completion  of  the 
training,  she  noted,  will  ^certify"  individuals  to  begin  sites, 
meaning  no  site  can  carry  the  CWJC  distinction  until  the  coor¬ 
dinator  nas  completed  certification  training. 

The  training  session  begins  at  8  a.m.  on  Aug.  7  and  con¬ 
cludes  at  noon  on  Aug.  9.  Cost  is  $155  per  person  including 
meals  and  some  local  ground  transportation.  Housing  is  a  sep¬ 
arate  expense.  . 

To  register  contact  Johnson  at  WMU,  P.  O.  Box  830010, 
Birmingham,  AL  35283.  Telephone:  (205)  991-4972;  or  e-mail 
70423.35Mfcompuserve.cbm. 


What's  in  the 
Record 


Six  more  h^d  to  N.D 


Crowder  Church,  Crowder,  passes  its  goal  of  250  in  Sunday 
School,  with  289  present.  Anthony  Atkinson  is  recognized  for 
inviting  the  most  people,  and  his  photo  appears  in  "The  Baptist 
Record/'  Harvey  Sewell  is  pastor. 


Lyon  Church,  Clarksdale,  dedicates  a  new  annex  containing 
three  classrooms  for  children,  an  office  suite,  and  a  library  confer¬ 
ence  room.  The  building  and  furnishings  cost  $149,300  and  was 
dedicated  debt  free.  J.W.  McCleskey  is  pastor. 


Kluxer  firuiK salvation 


After  12  days  of  revival,  a  church  is  organized  in  Ridgeland  and 
Richard  Miller,  a  junior  at  Mississippi  College,  is  called  as  pastor. 
Sixteen  people  come  forward  to  become  the  first  members  and 
vote  to  give  10%  of  all  offerings  to  the  Cooperative  Program. 


ie  Editor 


Letters 


Christ  hath  made  us  fra 


Religious  1  ibert\  Sumi.n 
I une  I.  I1)1*? 


Memorial  Day  fitting  tribute  to  sacrifices 


/was  born  a  few  weeks  past  Memorial  building  a  career  and  personal  life  as  a  sin- 
Day  in  1955,  ten  years  after  the  end  of  gle  adult.  The  world  was  my  apple  and  I 
World  War  II.  Boys  of  my  generation  was  taking  huge  bites.  Still,  I  recall  pausing 
grew  up  hearing  countless  stories  of  hero-  to  contemplate  what  might  have  been  if  i 
ism  under  fire.  I  watched  all  the  old  John  had  been  able  to  prove  my  mettle  under 
Wayne  and  Dana  Andrews  war  movies,  fire  like  my  mentors  of  World  War  II. 
ana  lionized  my  great-uncles  who  fought  However,  my  attitude  had  completely 
their  way  across  Europe.  changed  by  Memorial  Day  1995.  My  chil- 

,  Jasper  Neel,  my  cnildhood  pastor,  was  dren  nad  been  bom. 

seriously  wounded  at  the  Battle  of  the  I  no  longer  saw  the  glory  behind  war. 
Bulge.  As  he  lay  broken  and  alone  on  that  For  the  first  time,  the  human  toll  was  per- 
cold,  dark  night  in  the  Ardennes  Forest,  he  sonal.  I  continued  to  watch  those  John 
gave  up  his  long  resistance  to  God's  Wayne/ Dana  Andrews  movies,  but 

I  call  and  surrendered  to  the  minishy.  through  a  different  filter. 

The  war  defined  that  generation  In  the  film  clips  of  exhausted,  hollow- 
of  Americans,  in  my  opinion  the  eyed  Marines  departing  Guadalcanal  after 
greatest  generation  since  the  months  of  withering  hand-to-hand  com¬ 
pounding  Fathers.  They  were  deter-  bat,  I  saw  my  son's  face  over  and  over 
mined  and  brave.  They  were  noble  again  under  the  helmets, 
and  self-sacrificial.  They  were  how  Among  the  lifeless  bodies  washing  up 
I  wanted  to  live  my  life.  on  the  shores  of  Normandy,  I  saw  young 

Time  passed.  On  Memorial  Day  men  I  taught  the  week  before  in  three-year- 

nr r  i  it _ :ii„j  i.  d _ l.i _ r  w  •  '  i  i  r>  ^  i  .  J 


7  A  SOLDIER'S  PRAYER 


Editor's 

Notebook 


*600  HATH  5AID,  I  WILL 
LEAVE  THEE,  NOR 
FORSAKE  THEE.  30  THAT 
WE  MAY  BOLDLY  5AY  THE 
LORD  13  MV  HELPER,  AND 
I  WILL  NOT  FEAR  WHAT 

MAN  Shall  DO  UNTO  ME  • 


William  H 
Perkins  Jr. 

Editor 


board  for  Christianity  around  the  world  — 
because  of  them. 

Far  too  many  of  them  lost  all  their  tom- 
morrows  so  we  could  have  today. 

Ohe  day  of  recognition  each  year  is  not 
enough,  but  in  our  small  way  on 
Memorial  Day  it  is  fitting  that  we  honor 
them  and  offer  a  prayer  of  appreciation 
for  their  sacrifices.  V 

We  owe  them  so  much. 


EDITOR 

William  H.  Perkins  |r. 


to  avoid  that  so  they  wrote  a 
Constitution  that  provided  that 
government  would  not  make 
any  laws  establishing  religion, 
nor  could  it  prohibit  the  free 
exercise  of  religion. 

Those  who  would  make  us  a 
Christian  nation  see  themselves 
in  control  of  the  government 
tolerating  all  other  religious 
groups.  Tnis  is  not  religious  lib- 


ASSOCIATE  EDITOR 
Carl  M.  White 


Guest  Opinion 


Liberty  Sunday  —  and  most 
Baptists  will  ignore  it. 

That  is  a  shame  because  reli¬ 
gious  freedom  is  the  most  impor¬ 
tant  of  all  our  freedoms.  Unless  a 
person  is  free  to  worship  God  as 
he  pleases,  or  not  worship  at  all, 
his  other  freedoms  are  worthless. 

This  is  why  our  forefathers 
made  religious  liberty  the  first 
article  in  the  Bill  of  Rights.  They 
knew  that  the  fiercest  persecu¬ 
tions  in  history  had  come  from  religious 
people  trying  to  make  other  people  believe 
and  worship  just  like  they  did.  So  they 
gave  us  religious  liberty  to  protect  our 
right  to  worship  as  we  please. 

Baptists  have  long  championed  this  lib¬ 
erty.  Not  only  were  we  largely  responsible 
for  that  first  article,  but  we  have  held  high 
the  idea  of  separation  of  church  and  state 
as  a  corollary  of  religious  liberty. 

Some  interpret  this  as  a  separation  of  all 
religion  from  the  government.  This  is 
entirely  false.  The  principle  is  that  the  orga¬ 
nized  church  shall  not  control  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  the  government  shall  not  control 
the  church. 

Each  shall  operate  in  its  own  sphere,  free 
from  the  control  of  the  other.  Tne  darkest 
pages  in  history  were  written  when  the 
church  controlled  the  government.  It  must 
never  happen  again. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  two  move¬ 
ments  that  are  a  real  threat  to  our  religious 
freedom.  The  first  is  a  group  who  claim 
they  want  to  take  us  back  to  our  roots  and 
make  us  a  Christian  nation  again. 

These  people  would  receive  a  poor 
grade  in  both  theology  and  history.  A 
nation  cannot  be  Christian;  only  an  indi¬ 
vidual  can  be.  a  Christian,  and  we  were 
never  a  Christian  nation. 

Our  forefathers  founded  a  democratic 
nation  where  Christians,  and  all  others, 
were  free  to  worship  as  they  pleased.  Most 
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Southern  Baptist  efforts  to  aid  people  billion  doll 
devastated  by  the  flooding  of  the  Rea  River  to  press  ref 
in  North  Dakota  and  fctmnesota  continues  Donna  ] 
with  the  help  of  six  Mississippians.  Church,  V 

Volunteers  Ronnie  Ferrell  of  Isola,  a  on  May  2 A 
member  of  Eastside  Church,  Belzoni;  Ellen  the  overa 
Johns  of  Mendenhall,  a  member  of  Corinth  Baptist  chi 
Church;  Bobby  and  Dixie  Kennedy  of  Forks  area. 
Wesson,  members  of  Pearl  Valley  Church; 

Yvonne  Martin  of  Tylertown;  a  member  of 
Tylertown  Church;  and  Sandra  Nash  of 
Clinton,  a  member  of  First  Church, 

Clinton;  flew  to  Grand  Forks,  N.D.  on 
Monday,  May  26,  to  work  in  the  child  care 
ministry  of  the  Southern  Baptist  disaster 
relief  effort  in  that  area. 


The  six  Missiagippians  who  left  this 
week  are  working  at  the  Grand  Forks  site 
and  will  be  part  of  the  transition  to  local 
units  open,"  Swarts  said  in  a  telephone  childcare  support, 
interview  from  her  home  in  Magee.  "On  Wednesday  and  Thursday  (May 

One  facility  is  on  the  east  bank  of  the  28  and  29)  Grand  Forks  Human  Services 
Red  River  in  Minnesota  at  River  Heights  will  bring  their  own  childcare  people  in 
Lutheran  Church,  and  is  staffed  by  to  be  trained  alongside  our  people," 
Southern  Baptist  childcare  workers  from  Swarts  said. 

Illinois,  Georgia,  and  South  Carolina.  After  May  30,  the  Baptist  workers  will 

_  leave,  she  added. 

Other  Southern  Baptist  disaster  relief 
jjgMtJf  units  have  also  been  involved  in  North 
llfis  Dakota.  A  feeding  unit  from  Texas  has 
[  , ,  already  left,  while  an  Oklahoma  unit  feed- 
ing  unit  remains. 

w|  r§j  Swarts  indicated  that  mud-out  units  will 
be  on  site  for  several  weeks  to  come. 
l|fj|  "I  want  to  thank  the  people  of 
l  >  Mississippi  and  others  who  prayed  for  us. 

We  felt  their  prayers,”  Swarts  said. 

*  The  needs  will  continue  for  months  to, 

ig|B  come,  she  noted. 

These  are  pioneer  people,  she  observed. 
"They  have  worked  hard  all  their  lives  and 
Hfl  have  a  difficult  time  accepting  help." 

"We  found  out  that  if  we  asked  them  if 
|iJP|  they  wanted  the  care  packages  we  were 
handing  out,  most  would  decline,  but  if  we 
just  gave  it  to  them,  they  would  accept  it," 
Swarts  said. 

"Parents  would  come  with  their  chil- 
1^5!  dren,  not  knowing  who  Southern  Baptists 
H'T’j  were.  The  children  would  cry,  but  when 
t|2l4|  the  parents  returned  to  pick  up  their  chil- 
lllllg  dren,  the  children  would  cry  because  they 
J  did  not  want  to  leave  us.  I  think  parents 
were  comforted  by  this,"  she  said. 

"God  is  doing  a  great  work  bringing  all 
these  people  together  —  all  denomina¬ 
tions,  social-economic  groups,  political 
groups,  cultures,  and  races,"  sne  said. 

"I  m  glad  to  be  home,  but  I'm  proud  to 
have  been  a  part  of  this,"  Swarts  added. 


Ellen  johns  (center)  and  Donna  Swarts  (right)  of  Corinth  Church 
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NIV  flap  heats  up  with  television  debate 


address  that.  And  I  believe  we  do  A  caller  who  identified  her- 
not  properly  address  that  by  self  as  a  female  African- 
making  the  translation  more  American  from  Calif,  and  a  male 
politically  correct,  whether  it's  from  Term,  affirmed  Mohler's 
intentionally  designed  to  serve  position  during  the  program, 
that  kind  of  agenda  or  not."  The  woman  said  prayer  "for 

Although  Zondervan,  the  guidance  and  humility  of  heart" 
American  publisher  of  the  pop-  should-  precede  the  reading  of 
ular  NIV,  has  repeatedly  denied  Scripture  and  suggested  the  gen- 
that  a  final  decision  has  been  dei*neutral  changes  will  not  be 
made  to  move  forward  with  the  the*-  last.  "If  we  start  to  allow 
gender-neutral  Bible,  Stek  sorfle  of  these  subtle  changes,  we 
never  gave  any  doubt  about  the  are  going  to  have  people  that  are 
new  translation's  availability  always  going  to  have  justifica- 
after  the  turn  of  the  century.  tions  for  adding  and  changing." 


You  decide... 

These  are  the  passages  cited  by  "World",  April  19, 1997,  as  a  means  of  comparison  of  the  New 
International  Version  Inclusive  Language  Edition  (now  only  available  in  England)  and  the  popular 


edition  available  in  America.  Added  is  die  text  of  the  same  verses  from  the  New  International 
Reader's  Version  (NIrV)  which  publisher  Zondervan  describes  as  a  "concise  Bible  created  especially 

/•  «  .  •  i  m  i  »i  i  t  *  .i  ttn  _ i  o .  / r* n * n 


in  die  U.S.,  including  Baptist  Book  Stores.  ( Source :  Baptist 
clusive  Language  NIV  \  NIrV 


for  beginning  readers,"  and  available 
Current  NIV  !  In 


Genesis  1:26-27 

Then  God  said,  "Let  us 
make  human  beings  in  our 
likeness...."  So  God  created 
human  beings  in  his  own  like¬ 
ness....  He  created  them  as 
male  and  female. 


Genesis  1:26-27 

Then  God  said,  "Let  us 
make  human  beings  in  our 
image..."  So  Goa  created 
human  beings  in  his  own 
image.. .male  and  female  he 
created  them. 


Genesis  1:26-27 

Then  God  said,  "Let  us 
make  man  in  our  image...."  So 
God  created  man  in  nis  own 
image.. .male  and  female  he 
created  them. 


Psalm  8:4 

What  is  a  human  being  that 
you  think  about  him?  What  is 
a  son  of  man  that  you  take  care 
of  him? 


Psalm  8:4 

What  are  mere  mortals  that 
you  are  mindful  of  them,  human 
beings  that  you  care  for  them? 


Psalm  8:4 

What  is  man  that  you  are 
mindful  of  him,  the  son  of  man 
that  you  care  for  him? 


Luke  17:3 

Rebuke  a  brother  or  sister 
who  sins,  and  if  they  repent, 
forgive  them. 


Luke  17:3 

If  your  brother  sins,  rebuke 
him,  and  if  he  repents,  forgive 
him. 


John  6:44 

People  can't  come  i 
unless  die  Father  who  st 
brings  them..  Then  I  wil 
them  up  on  the  last  day. 

I  Timothy  2:5 

There  is  only  one  God 
there  is  only  one  go-be 
for  God  and  human  l 
He  is  the  man  Christ  Jes 


John  6  :44 

No  one  can  come  to  me 
unless  the  Father  who  sent  me 
draws  him,  and  I  will  raise 
him  up  at  the  last  day. 


John  6:44 

No  one  can  come  to  me 
unless  the  Father  who  sent  me 
draws  them,  and  I  will  raise 
them  up  at  the  last  day. 


/  Timothy  A5-  -  v  ~  « 

For  there  is  one  God  and 
one  mediator  between  God 
and  human  beings,  Christ 
Jesus,  himself  human... 


1  Timothy  2:5 

For  there  is  one  God  and 
one  mediator  between  God 
and  men,  the  man  Christ 
Jesus...  -y 


BSSB  officials  express  concern  over  NIV  plans 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (BP) — Concerns  dent  and  chief  operating  officer,  said  in  a  group  of  scholars  with  authority  over  the 
and  questions  of  the  Baptist  Sunday  School  statement  several  days  before  the  meeting,  NTV  translation  and  the  revision  now  under 
Board  (BSSB)  were  aired  May  19  to  repre-  "We  are  concerned  about  the  proposed  gen-  way  of  the  text  into  gender-neutral  language, 
sentatives  of  three  organizations  facing  der-neutral  version.  We  are  in  the  process  of  Speculation  has  surfaced  that  Southern 
controversy  over  the  New  International  gathering  facts  and  identifying  their  impli-  Baptists  may  address  the  NIV  controversy 
Version  (NlV)  Bible  translation.  cations  before  we  consider  options  about  in  the  form  of  a  resolution  at  the  upcoming 

No  statements,  however,  were  issued  the  continued  use  of  the  current  NIV."  annual  meeting  of  the  convention  in 

after  the  meeting  by  officials  from  the  Warren  and  Gene  Mims,  BSSB  vice  pres-  Dallas,  June  17-19. 

Southern  Baptist  agency  or  the  three  orga-  ident  of  the  church  growth  group,  were  Zondervan  officials  have  acknowledged 
nizations  — Zondervan  Publishing  House,  among  board  officials  at  the  meeting,  held  efforts  in  damage  control  as  the  issue  of  a 
the  International  Bible  Society  (IBS)  and  at  the  board's  Nashville,  Tenn.,  headquar-  revised  NIV  nas  gained  widespread 
the  Committee  on  Bible  Translation  (CBT).  ters.  R.  Albert  Mohler  Jr.,  president  of  national  attention. 

Zondervan,  IBS,  and  CBT  are  embroiled  Southern  Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky.,  also  "It  could  certainly  have  a  chilling  effect 
in  objections  bv  numerous  evangelicals  to  a  was  in  attendance.  BSSB  President  James  T.  on  sales  of  NIV,"  predicted  Bill  Merrell,  vice 
"gender-neutral"  NIV  planned  for  the  U.S.  Draper  Jr.  was  out  of  town.  president  of  convention  relations  for  the 

market  in  2(X)1.  Bruce  Ryskamp,  Zondervan's  president  SBC  Executive  Committee,  in  an  interview 

BSSB  uses  the  current  NIV  text  in  manv  and  chief  executive  officer,  and  Ken  Barker,  with  the  Raleigh,  N.C.,  "News  &  Observer." 
of  its  Sunday  School  and  discipleship  CBT  secretary,  w'ere  among  the  NIV-related  Mohler  said  he  believes  an  underlying 
resources  and  in  various  Bible  texts  and  representatives  at  the  meeting.  agenda  is  directed  at  the  Bible  because  it  is 

commentaries.  Zondervan,'  the  NIV's  U.S.  publisher,  is  divine  revelation. 

First  published  in  1978  and  revised  in  based  in  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.  The  IBS,  the  "What  you  have  is  persons  claiming, 
1983,  the  current  NIV  holds  a  45%  share  of  NIV's  copyright  holder,  is  based  in  'The  only  way  this  can  speak  to  me  is  if  it 
all  Bibles  sold  in  the  U.  S.  Colorado  Springs,  Colo.  addresses  me  on  terms  I  will  accept,"' 

Ted  Warren,  BSSB  executive  vice  presi-  The  CBT,  meanwhile,*  is  a  15-member  Mohler  said. 
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Unlikely  brotherhood  a  result  of  prayer 


knew  something  was  missing.  been  praying  for  you  for  years/"  Clary  said. 

"I  thought  I  had  arrived/'  he  said.  "Once  "I  told  him  back  in  1989,  his  prayers 
I  got  there,  I  thought  I  would  be  fulfilled.  were  answered,"  Clary  continued.  "I 

"Getting  to  the  top  cost  me  a  marriage  resigned  from  the  Klan  and  got  my  heart 

and  a  child.  Everything  came  crashing  right  with  the  Lord  and  decided  to  serve 

down  around  me.  I  was  again  to  the  point  him  the  rest  of  my  life." 
of  thinking  about  taking  my  life."  Clary  told  Watts  the  reason  he  was  call- 

Clary  said  while  he  was  thinking  about  ing  was  because  the  Lord  impressed  him  to 
taking  his  life,  he  looked  over  ana  saw  a  call  Watts  and  tell  him  he  had  surrendered 
Bible  laying  on  a  table  and  remembered  to  preach, 
i  the  happiest  times  in  his  life  were  the  Watts  inquired  if  he  had  preached  any- 
1  years  ofhis  youth  he  spent  at  Carter  Park  where  yet  and  asked  Clary  to  do  him  the 

I  Church  in  McAlester.  honor  of  speaking  for  the  first  time  in  his 

I  "I  picked  up  the  Bible  and  began  look-  all-black  church. 

A  ing  at  it,  thinking  I  should  pray  and  ask  When  Clary  asked  how  to  get  there, 

B  ^ Hi, mi.  II  Watts  replied,  "You  ought  to 

B  know.  You  tried  to  burn 

M  Vi;  j,  ^  At  t^e  encj  Qf  Clary's  first 

-  *  message  in  the  McAlester 

^B  church,  a  girl  about  IS  years  old 

^B  ,  ,  came  down  the  aisle  during  the 

invitation.  Clary  said. 

"She  was  crying  and  said  she 
-■  Bfc  w  ‘  I  \\  wanted  to  know  this  same  Jesus 


By  Dana  Williamson 

Oklahoma  Baptist  Messenger 


McALESTER,  Okla.  (BP)  —  "Hello, 
brother." 

Not  an  unusual  greeting  for  two 
Christians  —  but  extremely  unusual  from  a 
former  Ku  Klux  Klan  grand  wizard  to  a 
black  pastor  and  former  state  presi- 
dent  of  the  National 
Association  for  the  .1‘V  8 

Advancement  of  V *  ’  '  «■’  ,/Ty 
Colored  People. 

"My  vvife  answered  }  ISStlS 

the  phone  when  ^  > 

Johnny  Lee  Clary  _  ’jr 

called  to  tell  me  he  had 
surrendered  to  the  min-  B,/:  *  -- 

is  try/'  said  Wade  Watts, 

Sastor  of  Jerusalem  M*® 
aptist  Church  in  flfet 

McAlester,  Okla.  ■ 

"Handing  me  the 
phone,  my  wife  whis- 
pered,  'It's  that  old  Ku  Klux 


The  Road  to 
Everlasting 


EVERLASTING  LIFE 

God  intends  - a - 

for  all  his  children  W 
live  with  him  forev¬ 
er,  but  the  road  to  everlasting 
life  is  blocked.  To  find  that 
road  you  must: 


It's  that  old  Ku  Klux 
Klansman/"  Watts  recounted. 

When  Clary  said,  "Hello, 
brother,"  Watts  said,  "That  sound¬ 
ed  mighty  strange  to  me"  after  all 
the  years  of  harassing  phone  calls 
from  Clary,  who  had  risen  to  the 
top  of  the  anti-black  terrorist  orga¬ 
nization  and  had  once  set  fire  to 
Watts'  church  building. 

Clary  met  Watts  when  the  two 
debated  on  an  Oklahoma  City 


Admit  that  you  are  a  sinner. 

There  is  none  righteous,  not 
even  one.  (Rom.  3:10) 


Accept  God's  love  for  you. 

Cod  demonstrates  his  own 
love  toward  us,  in  that  while 
we  were  yet  sinners,  Christ 
died  for  us.  (Rom.  5:8) 


radio  station  in  the  late  1970s  and 
Watts  was  a  target  of  the  Klan. 

"I  called  Watts  every  name  in 

the  book,"  Clary  said,  "and  he  ing  his  KKK  regalia  as  an  angry  young  „  .  ,  ,  , 

would  respond  with  'God  bless  love  and  prayers  of  African-American  minister  Wade  Watts  and  his  only  four  of  them  had  not  been 
you,  son.  Jesus  loves  you.'"  family.  Watts'  photo  was  not  available.  Their  incredible  story  came  saved  when  Clary  preached  that 

Watts'  wife  and  adopted  half-  to  a  climax  when  Watts'  adopted  daughter  was  saved  by  Clary's  momiigg. 
black,  half-white  baby  girl  were  Gospel  message.  (Photos  courtesy  of  Oklahoma  Baptist  Messenger 1  After  "that  baby"  made  her 
waiting  in  the  lobby  of  the  radio  decision,  the  other  three 

station.  Jesus  for  forgiveness  and  rededicate  my  life  •  unsaved  children  came  forward  to  make 

As  the  men  left.  Watts  turned  to  Clary  to  him,"  Clary  said.  professions  of  faith.  ...  ,lA„ 

and  said,  "Just  look  at  this  baby.  How  can  Clary  said  when  he  got  up  off  his  knees  "Rev.  Watts  hugged  me  and  said.  Who 
you  hate  her?"  after  asking  for  forgiveness,  "I  felt  like  1,000  would  have  ever  believed  God  would  take 

"When  I  saw  this  baby,  I  didn't  see  a  pounds  had  been  lifted  off  my  shoulders.  an  old  Ku  Klux  Klansman,  have  me  pray 
black  baby,  nor  did  I  see  a  white  baby.  I  just  In  1991,  God  called  Clary  to  preach.  for  him  all  these  years,  and  he  would  come 

saw  a  baby  who  needed  love,"Clary  said.  "I  asked  the  Lord  what  I  should  do,  and  down  here  and  lead  my  unsaved  kids  to 

Clary  said  when  he  looked  into  the  he  put  it  in  my  mind  to  call  Wade  Watts,"  the  Lord?'"  Clary  described. 

baby's  eyes,  "I  knew  I  could  never  hate  her."  Clary  said.  - -  ."That  day  a  friendship  was  born 

After  only  six  months  in  the  Klan's  top  "When  I  asked  Watts  if  he  remembered  between  two  men  who  can  truly  call  each 
position  of  grand  wizard.  Clary  said  he  John  Clary,  he  said,  'Remember  you,  son?  I  ve  other  'brother.  Clary  said. 


thought  there  was  something 

THEN  AND  NOW  —  Evangelist  Johnny  Lee  Clary,  proudly  sport-  familiar  about  those  eyes." 

was  changed  by  the  Watts  has  13  children  and 


Acknowledge  Christ  as  Lord. 

If  you  confess  with  your 
mouth  lesus  as  Lord,  and 
believe  in  your  heart  that  God 
raised  him  from  the  dead,  you 
shall  be  saved.  (Rom.  10:9) 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Christ  today,  contact  a  local 
Mississippi  Baptist  Church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


found  ourselves  spending 
more  time  on  the  issues  than 
we  did  on  the  harvest  and 
blaming  each  other  for  a  lot  of 
things  mat  were  no  one's  fault 
and  everybody's  fault." 

♦  Baptists  in  the  state  "set  Meanwhile,  in  North 
in  motion  a  greater  fellowship  Carolina,  another  state  conven- 
among  all  of  us"  by  taking  time  tion  tom  by  strife  between 
to  get  to  know  one  another  per-  moderates  arid  conservatives,  a 
socially.  "committee  of  20"  met  a  sec- 

The  executive  board  ond  time  to  discuss  "a  shared 
endorsed  die  proposal.  Later,  vision  in  N.C.  Baptist  life  in 
leaders  of  the  conservative  order  to  move  forward  togeth- 
eroup  met  and  after  "lively  dis-  er  to  fulfill  our  mission," 


♦  Two  advocacy  groups,  things 

the  -  moderate  Friends  of  togem 
Louisiana  College  and  the  ♦  1 
conservative  Louisiana  mote 

Baptists  Speaking  the  Truth  in  avoid 
Love,  meet  separately  and 
then  together  to  propose  con¬ 
sensus  candidates  for  the  con¬ 
vention  president,  first  vice 
president,  and  second  vice 
president 

♦  Critics  allow  new 
Louisiana  College  President 
Koty  Lee,  former  president  or 


Baptist  Convention 
utfve  board  has  a 
moratorium  on  infic 
has  divided  the  587/ 
convention. 

"We  have  all  pa 
mous  price  for  tun 

board  chair.  He  rej 
study  which  foun 
tisms  declined  h 
involved  in  deni 


rational  Ex^utive  Director  Dean 

Doster  "time  to  do  their  job." 
cries  of  ♦  Partisans,  for  at  least  a 
that  has  year,  "lay  aside  painful  issues" 
to  end  and  refrain  from  issuing  public 
larges  of  statements  on  controversies. 
College  ♦  The  Baptist  state  paper, 
ate-con-  the  "Baptist  Message,"  to 


Alley  outlined  a  » 
proposals  from  a  group 
been  meeting  to  seek 
conflict  centering  on  ch 
liberalism  at  Louisiana 


in  Love, 
dividing 
are  imi 


asked  that: 
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Southern  Baptist 
Convention 


1997  Annual  Meeting 
and 

associated  meetings 


June  15-19, 1997 
Dallas,  Texas 


Tickets  still 
available 

New  Orleans  Seminary 
(NOBTS)  has  extended  through 
noon  on  June  16  the  $10  per 
person  ticket  price  for  the 
school's  June  18  Alumni  and 
Friends  Breakfast  in  Dallas  dur¬ 
ing  the  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  annual  meeting. 
Tickets  ordered  after  June  1 
may  be  picked  up  at  the 
NOBTS  exhibit  booth  in 
Dallas,  and  $15  tickets  will 
also  be  available  at  the  booth 
after  the  deadline.  The  lower- 
priced  tickets  can  be  ordered 
from  the  NOBTS  Alumni 
Office,  3939  Gentilly  Blvd., 
New  Orleans,  LA  70126. 
Telephone:  (800)  NOBTSOI . 


Shuttle  to  provide  Dallas  meeting  transportation 


Homecomings 


Revivals 


DALLAS  (BP)  —  Shuttle  ser¬ 
vice  during  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention's  June  17- 
19  annual  meeting  and  pre-SBC 


L/C  puiuia^cu  lit  me  cL/iivcn  \iuimciiy  *•*  iv  *'-'**//  ,  /v  «  j  i  v  //-t  •  »  v  T  1 

tion  center's  registration  area  Wyndham  Gardens  (formerly  Arrowood  (Lauderdale):  Galilee  (Copiah):  June  1; 

at  a  cost  of  $10  for  four  days.  Quality),  Embassy  Suites,  J1111®  V  services,  11  a.m.;  cov-  worship,  11  a.m.  followed  by 
$8  for  three  days,  both  with  Holiday  Inn  Market  Center,  ered  dish  dinner  at  noon;  1  p.m  lunch;  Pat  Bufkin,  Crystal 
unlimited  service  from  Sheraton  Suites  and  Courtyard  singing;  and  6  p.m.;  Robert  Springs,  guest  speaker,  Shirley 
Monday,  June  16,  through  by  Marriott.  Mooney,  former  pastor,  mis-  Bufkm  and  Joe  Ann  Ashley, 

Thursday.-  -  Travelodge  Hotel  will  pro-  sionary  to  Afnca,  guest  speak-  music;  Wallace  Clark,  Silver 

Shuttles  will  run  from  7  a.m.  vide  its  own  shuttle  service  to  er'  Chris  Atkinson,  pastor.  Creek,  pastor. 

until  one  hour  after  each  day's  the  convention  center.  »«.  T  ,  *,  „  „  .  „  .  T 

closing  session.  Courtesy  shut-  Shuttle  service  will  not  be  Mt.  Horeb,  Collins:  June  1;  New  Hope  (Lafayette):  June 
ties  from  the  Market  Center  available  for  the  Fairfield  Inn  services  begin  at  10  a.m.;  and  1;  services,  11  a.m.;  noon  meal; 
area  will  be  in  service  Sunday  Regal  Row  or  Stoneleigh.  noon  meal;  Larry  Morns,  afternoon  singing;  Joe  Nunley, 

Alpine,  Ala.,  guest  speaker;  pastor. 

Mike  Lott,  Butler,  Ala.,  music; 

Richard  Green,  interim  pastor.  Hebron,  Grenada:  June  8; 

Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.;  wor- 

Holmesville  (Pike):  June  1-4;  Sunday,  lunch  following  services;  Interstate,  Shaw:  June  1;  ship,  11  a.m.;  covered  dish  din- 
7  p.m.  each  night;  Dave  Hartson,  Magnolia,  evangelist;  Danny  Sunday  School,  10  a.m.;  wor-  ner  at  noon;  Keith  Powell, 
Creel,  McComb,  music;  Brian  Rowe,  pastor.  ship,  11  a.m.;  noon  meal;  and  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  guest  speak- 

1:30  p.m.  service;  John  Cofer,  er;  Jimmy  Hood,  Grenada, 
First,  Ovett:  June  1-4;  Sunday,  10:55  a.m.,  lunch,  and  1:15  p.m.  Jackson,  speaker;  Jasper  Butler,  guest  singer;  Harold  Simmons, 
service;  Mon.-Wed.,  7p.m.;  Harold  Bryson,  Mississippi  College,  Brandon,  music.  pastor. 

Clinton,  evangelist;  Floyd  Grice,  West  Laurel  Church,  Laurel, 

music;  Tommy  Mangum,  pastor.  i  - 


Ron  I’ll 

Minister  of  Counseling 

First  Church,  / ackson 

My  husband  refuses  to  go  to  a 
“quack"  for  counseling  for  our 
serious  marital  problems.  Is  there 
a  way  to  get  through  to  him  that 
we  really  need  counseling? 

He  doesn't  see  a  need  for 
counseling  because  he  is 
apparently  comfortable  with 
tne  way  tnings  are.  Why  is  it 
that  he  fails  to  see  the  martial 
problems?  It  could  be  that  you 
are  taking  care  of  matters  so 
well  that  he  believes  every¬ 
thing  is  fine.  I  hope  you  aren't 
in  that  situation,  because  you 
are  likely  sacrificing  your  own 
needs  in  the  process.  A  second 
explanation  could  be  that  you 
are  simply  married  to  a  selfish 
person. 

In  either  case,  do  your  best 
to  win  him  over  with  your 

fentleness  and  love  (1  Peter 
:l-2).  When  he  does  the  right 
things,  let  him  know  that  you 
appreciate  him.  Don't  allow 
your  anger  and  hurt  to  rob  you 
of  the  spiritual  joy  God  intend¬ 
ed  for  you.  Keep  up  the  good 
work  spiritually  and  remem¬ 
ber  that  you  are  pleasing  God, 
if  not  your  husband.  It  is  pos¬ 
sible  that  when  your  husband 
sees  the  Lord  in  your  life,  he 
will  come  to  understand  how 
much  better  the  marriage 


could  be  with  Christian  coun¬ 
seling  to  work  out  these  prob¬ 
lems. 

I  hasten  to  add  that  if  you 
are  in  an  abusive  situation, 
you  should  first  move  to  pro¬ 
tect  yourself  from  harm  and 
then  pray  earnestly  about 
what  you  should  do  next. 

Husbands,  do  you  hear  the 
plea  of  this  wife?  You  may  be 
shutting  down  your  wife  by 
your  distant  and  selfish  behav¬ 
ior.  1  Peter  3:7  (NTV)  states, 
"Husbands,  in  the  same  way 
be  considerate  as  you  live  with 
your  wives,  and  treat  them 
with  respect  as  the  weaker 
partner  and  asJieirs  with  you 
of  the  gracious  gift  of  life,  so 
that  nothing  will  hinder  your 
prayers." 

Do  you  see  your  wife  as 
your  joint  heir  to  God's  gra¬ 
cious  gift  of  life?  The  woman 
who  wrote  this  letter  could  be 
your  wife.  When  was  the  last 
you  treated  your  wife  as  a  real 
person  —  say,  as  you  treat 
your  co-workers  and  people 
you  meet  during  your  work 
day? 

If  you're  having  trouble  in 
your  prayer  life,  it's  time  you 
read  1  Peter  3:7  and  took 
inventory  of  your  relationship 
with  your  wire. 


Pinelake  Church,  Brandon,  Glenn  from  Seneca,  S.  C 
has  called  Tommy  Politz  as  youth  minister.  Glenn,  a  gn 
senior  pastor.  Politz  received  ate  of  Southern  Wesle 
his  education  University,  is  currently  enrc 

at  Baylor  at  Mid-America  Seminary. 

Grady  J.  Ross  has  resu 


University 


and  South- 
western 
Seminary.  He 
goes  to 
Pinelake 
Church  from 
Johnson 


as  pastor  of  West  Guuport 
Church,  Gulf  Coast 
Association,  to  accept  the  call 
of  pastor  to  Mount  Zion 
Church,  Prairieville,  La.,  effec¬ 
tive  April  27. 

Shady  Grove  Church, 
Hazlehurst,  has  called  Hal 
Hatten  as  pastor  effective  June 
1.  A  native  of  Sumrall,  Hatten 
received  his  education  at  New 
First  Church,  Collins,  has  Orleans  Seminary.  His  previ- 
called  Karen  Hardy  as  minis-  ous  place  of  service  was 
ter  of  music  and  youth,  effec-  Central  Church,  Brookhaven. 
tive  June  1.  She  previously 

served  for  10  years  as  music  Covington-Jefferson  Davis 
associate  at  Morrison  Heights  Association  has  called  Bruce 
Church,  Clinton.  G.  Jolly  as  director  of  missions. 

A  native  of  Memphis,  Tenn., 
Calvary  Church,  New  Jolly  received  his  education 
Augusta,  has  called  Jason  from  Union  University 
Coker  of  Shaw  as  pastor  effec-  Jackson,  Tenn.,  and 
tive  May  4.  Coker  is  a  senior  at  Southwestern  Seminary.  He 
William  Carey  College.  has  pastored  Harmony 

Church,  Walnut,  since  1990.  A 
Bethany  Church,  Potts  reception  will  held  June  8  front 
Camp,  has  called  Scott  Aaron  2-3:30  p.m.  at  the  Center. 


Church, 

Marietta,  Ga., 
where  he 
served  as  assistant  pastor. 


Politz 


Send  your  counseling  questions  to  LifeAnswers  c/o  The  Baptist  Record,  P.O.  Box  530, 
Jackson,  MS  39205-0530.  Please  be  brief.  Name  is  not  required.  Remember:  in  time  of  cri¬ 
sis,  your  pastor  can  make  recommendations  on  your  counseling  needs. 


Baptist  Record 


Just  for  the  Record 


Calvary 
Church,  New 
Augusta,  will 
observe  its  75th 


Highland  Church,  Vicksburg,  recently  held  an  Acteen  Coronation 
with  the  theme  "Totally  His."  Pictured  are  Erin  Loper,  Service  Aide; 
Melanie  Herrington,  Queen  Regent;  Kayla  Conrad,  Queen;  Melissa 
Herrington,  Mississippi  Citation;  Jennifer  Schaffer,  Queen;  Laura 
Steen,  Queen;  Gina  Harrison,  Queen  Regent-in-Service;  Keri 
Connelly,  Queen  with  Scepter;  Julia  Daniels,  Queen;  Jennifer 
Jennings,  Queen;  Whitney  Richardson,  Service  Aide;  and  Jessica 
Rickies,  Queen  with  Scepter.  Jackie  Richardson  is  Acteen  director 
and  Brian  Ivey  is  pastor. 


anniversary  on 
Homecoming 
Day,  June  1. 
Services  will 
begin  at  9:45  a.m. 
with  Sunday 
School.  Kenna 
Byrd,  former  pas¬ 
tor,  will  bring  the 
message  at  tne  11 
a.m.  worship  ser¬ 
vice  followed  by 
dinner  on  the 
grounds  at  noon. 


Attemoon  ser¬ 
vices  will  be  led  by  Jack  Stanley, 
former  pastor,  and  his  family 
singers.  Heaven  Sent.  A  history 
of  tne  church  will  be  available 
during  the  day's  activities. 
Revival  services  June  2  through 
June  6  will  be  held  each  night  at 
7  p.m.  and  conducted  by  Jason 
Coker,  pastor. 


Acteens  of  First  Church, 
Greenwood,  recently  attended 
the  Mississippi  Acteen 
Convention  in  Tupelo.  Acteens 
are  Kassie  Buck,  Casie  Burt  and 
Crystal  Lee  Fleming.  Also 
attending  was  Beth  Aden, 
Acteen  director. 

First  Church,  State  Line, 
will  celebrate  its  125th 
anniversary  and  homecoming 
on  June  1.  Activities  will 
include  Sunday  School,  10 
a.m.;  worship  service,  11 
a.m.;  and  lunch  will  be 
served  at  noon.  Lavon  Crane 
is  pastor. 

Parkhill  Church,  Jackson, 
will  celebrate  its  41st  anniver¬ 
sary  on  June  8.  The  celebration 
will  be  held  at  11  a.m.  with  a 
noon  meal  in  fellowship  hall. 
Jimmy  Sellers,  Forest,  will  be 
the  guest  speaker.  Richard 
Sullivan,  Brandon,  will  have 
charge  of  the  music.  Tun 
Roaten  is  pastor. 


We  Shall  Come 


While  in  Dallas  for  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention,  join 

Dr.  Jerry  Rankin, 


Your  Missionaries  from  the 
International  Mission  Board 


A  Season  of  Celebration  and 
Spiritual  Awakening 

Sunday  Morning,  June  15 
8:00  a.m.  and  10:45  a.m. 

First  Baptist  Church  Auditorium,  Arlington  [Mid-Cities] 
Dr.  Charles  Wade,  Pastor 


VBS  Dates 


Macedonia,  Meridian: 
June  2-6;  Friday,  Family 
Night;  6:30-8:30  p.m.  eacn„ 
evening;  children  through 
grade  oT 


Bethany,  Potts  Camp:  June 
>;  9-11:30  ajn.;  for  children 


2-6;  9-11:3 
ages  4-12. 


Glade,  Laurel:  June  1-5; 

S  reschOol  through  adults; 

unday,  6-8  p.m.;  Mon.- 
Thurs.,  6-8:30  p.m.  except  for 
adults  who  will  meet  at  7 
prn.;  May  31,  Sky  Fest  VBS 
Rally,  9:30-11  a.m. 

Maybank,  Hattiesburg: 

June  2-6;  8:30-11:30  a.m.; 
children,  age  3  through 
grade  6;  for  more  informa¬ 
tion,  call  Bob  Robinson  at 
(601)  545-9251. 


n  Custom  (  .hurt  It 
f  Interiors.  Iih. 


Pew  Refinishing  &  Reupholstering 
Stain  Glass  •  Carpet  •  Lights 
Painting  •  Baptistries  •  Steeples 
Complete  Renovations 


1  800  654  1  294 


Clarification 

On  page  eight  of  the  May  22 
issue,  the  item  concerning  a 
May  31  auction  and  singing  at 
Corinth  Church,  Heidelburg, 
should  have  contained  informa¬ 
tion  that  the  event  is  to  benefit 
St.  Jude's  Children's  Research 
Hospital.  For  more  information, 
call  (601)  787-3828. 


Sunday  evening,  June  15 
6:00  p.m. 

Park  Cities  Baptist  Church,  North  Dallas 
Dr.  Allen  J.  Walworth,  Pastor 


ntemationa 
^WHlission  Board 

SOtmTiKN  BAPTIST  CONVENTION 


VINYL  SIDING  •  NEVER  PAINT  AGAIN 


•  ROOM  ADDITIONS  -  NO  DOWN  PAYMENT  - 100%  FINANCING 
:  MSB*  SUBSTANTIAL  SAVINGS  As  Low  As 

•PATIOS -DECKS 

•  LICENSED 

•  Insured  SENIOR  CITIZENS  EXTRADiSCOUNT 


PAY-less  Home  Improvements,  Inc.  •  Jackson 
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Baptist  Record 


Todd  and  Lee 


The  Mississippi  College 
Honors  Day  Convocation  was 

held  in  A.  E.  Wood  Coliseum  on 
campus  with  a  host  of  students 
recognized  for  their  academic 
achievements  and  service  to  the 
College.  The  Student  Body 
Honors  are  the  top 
honors  presented 
which  include  the  Hall 
of  Fame  and  the  Scott- 
Swor  Founders 

Award.  Named  to  the 
Hall  of  Fame  were 
Carrie  Elizabeth 
Bevell,  Olive  Branch; 
Jason  Keith  Branning, 
Jackson;  Elisabeth 
Anne  Cofer,  Brandon; 
and  Jon  Stephen 
Kennedy,  Laurel; 
while  William 

Madison  Farmer  of 
Clinton  was  the  recipi¬ 
ent  of  the  Scott-Swor  Founders 
Award.  Other  Student  Body 
honors  presented  were  Mortar 
Board  Freshman  Woman  of  the 
Year,  Jolie  Ann  Hedglin  of 
McComb;  The  Omicron  Delta 
Kappa  Freshman  Man  of  the 
Year,  Thad  W.  Burkhalter  of 
Indianola;  The  Alpha  Chi 
Scholar  Athlete  of  the  Year 
Award,  Tom  Stewart  Lee  of 
Forest  and  Laura  Pittman 
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The  Student  Government  Association  (SGA)  of  MC  and  Wendy's 
International  were  co-sponsors  of  The  Charity  Golf  Tournament  at 
Shady  Oaks  Country  Club  in  Jackson.  The  SGA  began  the  annual 
event  two  years  ago  to  benefit  a  local  charity.  The  Baptist  Children's 
Village  was  this  year's  recipient  of  $1,000  donated  by  Wendy's 
International.  First  place  winners  where  the  Baptist  Children's 
Village  team.  Pictured  from  the  left  are  Steve  Kennedy,  president  of 
the  SGA,  Ralph  Medeiros,  director  of  area  operations  for  Wendy's 
International,  and  Crystelle  Thames,  public  relations  director  at  the 
Baptist  Children's  Village. 


jOONEVjs 

L*  Amphitheater  &  Park 


'The  Aftermath  and  the  Legacy" 

CIVIL  WAR  DRAMA 
June  12  through  August  30, 1997 

Thursday  •  Friday  •  Saturday  (No  Show  July  4th) 

This  story  follows  the  principle  figures  of  the  historic  meeting  at  Looney's 
Tavern  throughout  the  conflict  and  ends  with  the  signing  of  the  peace 
agreement  at  Appomattox.  It  is  the  story  of  young  love  arid  decisions,  to 
leave  home,  to  escape  to  the  mountain  caves,  to  join  the  Armies,  to  fight 
against  neighbor  and  brother. 

Also  enjoy;  Riverboat  Cruises;  Indoor  Musical  Theater;  Miniature  Golf; 
Restaurant;  Gift  Shop;  Delicatessen;  Country  Music  Concerts. 

_  Call  for  Event  Scheduling  Information. 

(205)  489-5000  P.O.  Box  70  •  Double  Springs,  AL  35553 

WWW.BHAM.NET/LOONEYS  . 
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Richards  of  Jackson;  The 
Matthew  Bradford  Senator  of 
the  Year  Award,  Brent  Alan 
Sullivan  of  Mize;  while  the 
Alpha  Lambda  Delta  Book 
Award  was  presented  to  Jon 
Stephen  Kennedy  of  Laurel  and 
Asnlee  Alaine  Kirk  of  Duck 
Hill.  Jeremy  Sherman  Lee  of 
Arnold,  MD  (right)  was  the 
recipient  of  The  Norman  E. 
O'Neal  Religious  Education 
Award.  He  is  pictured  with 
Howell  W.  Toda,  president  of 
MC. 

William  Carey  College 
Center  for  Creative  Scholars 
will  present  the  annual 
Creativity  Exploration  for  2nd- 
6th  graders  July  21-23  and  for 
7th-12th  graders  July  22-23 
from  9  a.m.  until  mid-after- 
noon.  Enrollment  is  on  a  first- 
come,  first  served  basis.  For 
more  information  call  Trudy- 
Abel  at  (601)  582-6191  or  write 
The  Center  for  Creative 
Scholars,  Box  148,  498  Tuscan 
Avenue,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39401. 


Mississippi  College  (MC) 
has  been  named  to  the  1997-98 
Templeton  Honor  Roll  for 
Character  Building  Colleges. 
The  honor  recognizes  institu¬ 
tions  that  promote  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  character  among  (heir 
student  body.  "This  is  our 
eighth  year  to  receive  this  dis¬ 
tinction.  We  are  happy  to  be 
honored  for  doing  something 
we  consider  very  central  to  our 
mission.  We  value  our  students 
and  we  are  committed  to  pro¬ 
viding  a  premiere  academic 
program  that  is  delivered  in  a 
wholesome  and  nurturing 
environment,"  stated  Howell 
Todd,  president  of  MC.  The 
honor  serves  as  a  reference  list 
of  schools  for  prospective  stu¬ 
dents,  their  families,  and  sec¬ 
ondary  school  guidance  coun¬ 
selors,  said  John  M.  Templeton, 
Jr.,  M.D.,  president  of  The  John 
Templeton  Foundation, 

Radnor,  Penn.,  which  devel¬ 
oped  the  honor  role.  Honor  roll 
criteria  include  encouraging 
students  to  explore  an  individ¬ 
ual  moral  reasoning  process. 
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Commencement  ceremonies  were  held  at  Mississippi  College 

(MC)  on  May  10.  Dignitaries  and  their  participation  in  the  1 71st  com¬ 
mencement  exercises  include  (from  the  left):  Larry  W.  Kennedy,  Ph.D., 
vice  president  of  Church  Relations  and  Chaplain,  and  also  dean  of  the 
Cooper  School  of  Missions  and  Biblical  Studies  at  William  Carey 
College,  delivered  the  invocation;  Frank  R.  Day,  chairman  of  the 
Board  and  CEO  for  Trustmark  National  Bank  and  Trustmark 
Corporation,  received  the  honorary  degree  of  Doctor  of  Humane 
Letters;  Howell  W.  Todd,  president  of  MC,  conferred  the  degrees; 
Haley  Barbour,  a  partner  at  Barbour,  Griffith,  &  Rogers,  and  immedi¬ 
ate  past  chairman  of  the  Republican  National  Committee,  ..delivered 
the  commencement  address;  John  L.  Perkins,  Sr.,  M.Div.,  director  of 
missions  at  Northwest  Baptist  Association  delivered  the  benediction. 


fostering  positive  attitudes  and 
overall  well-being,  encourag¬ 
ing  spiritual  growth  and  moral 
values,  promoting  community¬ 
building  values,  and  advocat¬ 
ing  a  drug-free  lifestyle.  . . 

Gerald  Hasselman  has  been 
appointed  professor  of  educa¬ 
tion  and  director  of  education 
programs  at  William  Carey 
College  (WCC)  on  the  Coast. 
Hasselman  goes  to  WCC  from 
the  Mississippi  Department  of 


Education  in  Jackson  where  he 
was  director  of  the  Bureau  of 
School  Improvement.  "Dr. 
Hasselman  brings  visionary 
insight  into  ways  to  meet  chal¬ 
lenges  confronting  both  the 
public  and  private  educational 
sectors.  His  background  as  a 
classroom  teacher,  principal, 
and  state  department  director 
prepares  him  to  provide  out¬ 
standing  leadership  in  our  edu¬ 
cation  programs,"  said  Jim 
Edwards,  chancellor. 


Georgetown  Church,  Copiah  Association,  exceeded  its  goal  of 
$1,600  for  Annie  Armstrong  Easter  Offering  with  a  final  total  of 
$1,942.25.  Todd  Stewart  is  pastor. 


Church  Buses 
Rental  Buses 

(New  and  Used) 

•We  buy  used  buses 
•Guaranteed  buy-back  program 

Carpenter  Bus  Sales,  Inc. 
Brentwood,  Tenn. 
1-(800)-370-6180 
1-(615)-376-2287 


Available  in  20  ft.  to  33  ft.  models 
(12  to  38  Passenger) 


DIRECTOR  OF  MISSION,  Southwest 
Baptist  University,  Bolivar,  Mo.  MUST  be 
active  Southern  Baptist,  have  bachelor's 
degree  (master's  preferred)  and  experience 
on  successful  admissions  staff.  Position 
available  8/1/97.  Send  letter  of  applica¬ 
tion,  resume,  philosophy  statement  on 
admissions  in  Christian  higher  education, 
and  three  letters  of  reference  to  Dr. 
Rosalyn  Snellen,  search  committee  chair, 
1600  University  Ave.,  Bolivar,  MO  6561  3. 
NEEDED  -  PART-TIME  MINISTER  of 
Music/Youth  at  Calvary  Baptist  Church  in 
Silver  Creek.  Send  resumes  to  P.O.  Box  1 27, 
Silver  Creek,  JLtS  39663. 

LIBERTY  HILL  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 
Panola  Association,  is  in  need  of  a  bivoca- 
tional  youth  minister.  Send  a  resume  to 
Liberty  Hill  Baptist  Church,  Route  1  Box 
107,  Pope,  MS  38658. 

FOR  SALE:  48  passenger  Greyhound 
Eagle  Bus.  Power  steering,  restroom,  4 
new  tires,  excellent  condition.  Price 
negotiable.  Lewis  Boone  901-794-1461. 


ACCEPTING  -  Full-time  music/youth  minis¬ 
ter  resumes.  Send  to:  First  Baptist  Church, 

P.O,  Box  373,  Glenwood,  AR  71943. _ 

LANIER  6230  COPIER.  Excellent  condition, 
Must  sell.  Peggy  at  982-8003. 
CLASSROOMS  &  CHURCH  BUILDINGS. 
Mobile  &  Modular.  Lease/Sale.  Free  Catalog  20 
sizes.  Toll  Free  ANYTIME  (888)  608-1 1  73 
(3)  1994  E350  15  PASSENGER  VANS  - 
front  &  rear  air,  all  electric,  power  steering, 
cruise  control,  am/fm  cassette,  tape  deck, 
and  doth  interior.  Excellent  service 
records.  Call  Leslie  at  (601)  684-2900. 

CFI  —  PEWS,  NEW  &  used.  Baptistries, 
steeples,  &  stained  glass,  MS  &  ALA.  1- 
800-830-0583. 

NOTCH  ESTATES  -  BRANSON,  MO.  Condo, 
1  mile  west  of  Silver  Dollar  City.  2  BR,  2  BA, 
sleeps  6.  Stay  3  nights,  4th  free;  or  4  nights, 
5th  free.  Free  continental  breakfast.  $95 
daily.  (601)  746-4632. 

YOUTH  OUTINGS?  Paintball-games! 
Other  functions!  Curry  Creek  Outdoors. 
(601)722-9000. 


ATTENTION!  PASTOR&/MINISTERS  - 

Hundreds  of  churches  each  month  call 
us  looking  for  a  Pastor  or  Minister.  Call 
(800)  917-9599  for  your  confidential 
informatin  packet.  Southern  Baptist 
Ministers  Staffing  Service. 

ATTENTION!  BI-VOCATIONAL  ministers  and 
music  directors;  Supplement  your  church 
income.  Earn  $500-$  1,000  per  week  with 
American  Protective.  Leads  furnished,  no  over¬ 
night  travel  or  cash  investment  —  We  train  you. 
Call  (601 )  582-9000  for  confidential  interview. 
PASSENGER  VANS  FOR  private  and 
church  groups.  From  $59.95  per  day/  limit¬ 
ed  free  miles/7  to  15-seat.  Occasionally  for 
sale:  quality  used  vans.  Auto  &  Truck 
Rental,  (ackson  (601)  948-3391  Since  1965. 
CUSTOMED  STAINED  GLASS  windows  for 
churches  and  homes.  Stained  Glassworks, 
Inc.  1-800-605-2970.  Columbus,  MS.  __ 
CHOIR  ROBES  &  accessories,  pulpit/judi- 
cial  robes,  paraments.  MURPHY  ROBES/Mac's 
Robes,  Charles  McGlocklin,  Authorized 
Dealer.  Statewide  1 -800-898-MACS. 
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Names  in  the  News 


Funeral  services  were  held 
for  Thomas  Edison  Fant,  88,  of 
Laurel,  on  May  3.  Fant,  minis¬ 
ter,  died  May  1  at  Conva  Rest  in 
Petal.  A  native  of  McCool,  Fant 
attended  Clarke  College  and 


New  Orleans  Seminary.  He 
served  as  pastor  or  interim  pas¬ 
tor  at  the  following  churches: 
Hebron;  Centerville;  First,  Soso; 
Morning  Star;  Calvary;  Indian 
Springs;  Stringer;  and 


I* 


Harmony.  He  also  served  as  a 
member  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  and  two 
years  as  a  teacher  at  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Seminary. 
Survivors  include  Thomas 
Richard  "Tom"  Fant, 
Greensboro,  N.C.;  Gene  C. 
Fant,  Hampton,  Va.;  and  Jane 
Hormann,  Petal. 


Charles  R. 
"Bob"  Dilks, 
Warner 
Robins,  Ga., 
has  been 
named  a  can¬ 
didate  consul¬ 
tant  in  the 
Foreign  Mis¬ 
sion  Board's 
Personnel 


Dilks 


Selection  Department,  effective 
June  18.  Duks  and  his  wife 
Barbara  Ann  have 
been  missionaries  to 
Japan  since  1981.  He 
will  work  throughout 
Tennessee, 
Mississippi,  and 
Arkansas,  and  at 
Mid-America 
Semihary,  Memphis, 

Term.,  to  identify  and 
ehcourage  men  and 
women  pursuing 
missionary  careers. 

He  received  his  edu¬ 
cation  at  Samford 
University  in 

Birmingham,  Ala., 
and  Southwestern 
Seminary  in  Fort  Worth,  Texas. 
(BP) 


Concord  Church,  Booneville,  awarded  the  Gerald  C.  Mauney 
Memorial  Scholarship  for  1997  to  Chad  Ball  of  Savannah,  Tenn.  Ball 
is  a  junior  at  Blue  Mountain  College.  The  scholarship  is  given  annu¬ 
ally  in  memory  of  Master  Sergeant  Gerald  C.  Mauney,  son  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  T.  C.  Mauney  of  Baldwyn,  who  lost  his  life  in  Viet  Nam.  Mauney 
was  the  recipient  of  the  National  Defense  Service  Medal,  the  Purple 
Heart,  Bronze  Star  Medal,  and  six  other  badges  of  honor.  Twenty 
three  scholarships  have  been  awarded  since  1973.  Pictured  are  (from 
the  left)  Keith  Mauney;  Donna  Mauney  Stroupe;  Robert  E.  Walker, 
pastor  of  Concord  Church;  Chad  Ball;  T.  C.  Mauney;  Juanita  Mauney. 
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Check  our  prices-we'll  sell  for  Less  New  or  Used 
We  have  a  Large  Inventory  of  Used  Buses 
All  Makes  &  Models 


Keith  Smith  (left)  was 
licensed  to  preach  May  4  by 
Lakeshore  Church,  Jackson 
and  is  available  for  pulpit  sup¬ 
ply.  Lakeshore  pastor  Matthew 
DeBord  (right)  presents  the 
certificate. 


John  Hollowell  was  licensed  to  the  ministry  by  Gamari  Road 
Church,  Greenville  on  March  30.  Pictured  from  the  left  are:  Karen 
and  John  Hollowell,  and  Jack  Demoney,  pastor. 
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Youth  Bible  Drill  participants  from  Grace  Church,  Philadelphia, 

are  (front,  from  the  left)  Emily  Files,  Laney  Ryals.  (back,  from  left) 
Wesley  Hazelwood,  Allen  Willis,  Ben  Peebles,  Ryan  Boyette. 
Leaders  (not  pictured)  are  Debbie  Peebles  and  Gwen  Ryals. 


SW  Sale*, 

Providing  Transportation  Solutions 


Children's  Bible  Drill  participants  from  Grace  Church, 
Philadelphia,  are  (from  the  left)  Jason  Sharp,  Tara  Ryals,  Matt 
Peebles,  Lindsey  Tillman,  Faith  Boyette.  Leaders  (not  pictured)  are 
Ann  Bridges,  Dee  and  Kim  Edwards. 


Are  you  paying  too  much  for  your  Hospital  or  Medicare  Supplement 
Insurance?  If  yes,  call  for  our  Low  Rates  Today! 

□  Major  Hospital  &  Surgical  Plan 

Helps  pay  benefits  for:  Hospital  Room,  Intensive  Care, 

Surgery,  Ambulance.  Call  today  for  free  information: 

Many  Pre-Existing  Health  Conditions  acceptable —  17  17  Hnffnn  Tncnranrn 

High  blood  pressure,  Diabetes,  Heart  conditions,  etc.  nUllOn  insurance 

(Excellent  Rates  on  ages  50+)  Marketing 

□  Medicare  Supplement  PO  Box  5127,  Brandon,  MS  39047 

Ages  65  and  over.  No  waiting  periods.  „  ___  . 

Low  Rates!  s  h  1-800-463-4348 

Prescription  Savers  Plan:  Save  up  to  50%  - - - 

dmgs?  nption  □  Medicare  Supplement  under 
age  65 
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For  now,  all  correspondence  prayers  will  be  worded  for  us  Under  his  leadership  the 
or  questions  should  be  sent  to  my  oy  the  Holy  Spirit.  How  he  department  experienced  its 
parents  at  16441  F  Taylor  Road,  loves  us!  greatest  growth  and  the  pro- 

Saucier,  MS  39574.  My  e-mail  J.  B.  Morgan  gram  of  church  music  in 

address  will  be  r.clark.@worid-  Long  Beach  Southern  Baptist  churches 

net  att  net  The  post-war  postal  developed  in  an  extraordinary 

system  in  Bosnia  is  severely  _  _  _  way.  He  began  the  monthly 

impaired.  I  would  be  home  MINISTRY  MEEDSTOTFETS  periodical  The  Church 

before  your  letters  reached  me!  Musician  in  1950  and  served 

Kevin  Walker, SBC  missionary  Editor:  as  its  editor  for  twenty  years. 

Curler  Sunflower  Church,  Music  weeks  at  Ridgecrest 

Sunflower,  has  a  unique  appor-  and  Glorieta  under  his  leader- 
tunity  to  tnmiwter  to  a  giowing  ship  had  steady  growth  and 
CELSRAUNG  ETHNICITY  Hispanic  population  in  our  provided  exciting  musical 

area.  I  want  to  praise  the  small  experiences. 

Editor:  congregation  here  tear  having  a  When  he  joined  die  depart- 

Southem  Baptists,  who  cam-  mission  vision  that  they  local-  ment,  five  state  conventions  had 
prise  America  s  most  diverse  ize.  It  is  iHtwhingapdfitf  iJ  ing  musir  loaders;  when  he  retired 
denomination,  will  'celebrate  to  be  the  pastor  of  -3  noogiega-  every  slate  convention  had  one 
their  ethnicity  during  their  tion  of  so  tew  who  have  the  or  more  persons  promoting 
annual  convention  June  15-19  in  vision  to  roach  out  to  others  music  in  . toe  churches  of  that 
Dallas.  Russell  Begaye,  director  and  not  just  hook  inward.  state.  He  was  editor  of  the  1956 

of  the  Language  Church  A  few  months  ago,  we  began  "Baptist  Hymnal,"  which  had 

Extension  Division  of  the  Home  having  Sunday  afternoon  ser-  sales  erf  more  than  six  million 

Mission  Board  (HMB),  calls  vices  in  Sparush.  Meet  of  the  copies,  the  greatest  of  any  twen- 
" Celebrating  Ethnic  Southern  Mexican  peeplcwork  on  either  tieth  century  Baptist  hymnal. 
Lyou-he-she  persons  is  to  show  Baptiste",  a  historic  gathering.  a  farm  (agricultural  or  fish),  a  We  thank  God  for  Walter 

that  someone  such  as  I  and  pos-  'Southern  Baptiste  will  ode-  fish  hatchery,  or  a  fish  process-  Hines  Sims  for  his  unquestioned 
sibly  as  you,  often  think  in  words  brate  the  starting  of  a  new  ethnic  ing  plant.  The  employer  for  character  and  integrity,  but  most 
of  monologue  and  dialogue,  congregation  every  16  hours,  tire  whom  they  work  provides  of  all  for  his  commitment  to  the 

When  we  think  of  ourselves,  we  work  of  8,000  ethnic  churches,  housing.  This  employer  fs  cause  of  Christian  song, 

are  thinking  (speaking?)  in  the  and  the  salvation  of  thousands  delighted  with  the  work  we  are  William  J.  Reynolds 

fust  person;  and  when  we  are  of  ethnics  annually  at  a  ratio  of  trying  to  accomplish.  He  has  Southwestern  Seminary 

-1  — —  ' - 1  " - D - This  his-  offered  an  old  building  on  his  Fort  Worth, Texas 


Editor: 

I  suppose  most  of  us  mortals 
;led  with  verbs 
adjectives  and 


and  nouns 


have  been  exposed  to  the  word 
"conjugation,"  which  refers  to 


Unsigned  letters  will  not  be  print¬ 
ed.  No  multi-copy  or  form  letters 
will  be  used. 


Each  correspondent  must  include 
an  address  and  telephone  number 
for  verification.  In  special  instances, 
name  may  be  withheld  at  writer's 
request  and  editor  's  discretion. 


Please  include  the  name  of  coop¬ 
erating  Mississippi  Baptist  church 
where  correspondent  is  a  mem¬ 
ber.  (Mississippi  Baptists'  letters 
will  receive  priority  when  space 
is  limited.) 


thinking  (speaking)  of  a  third 
party,  we  are  doing  so  in  the 
third  person;  and  wnen  we  are 
having  dialogue  (we  are  usually 
swapping  from  first  person  to 
second  and  hack  again)  we  are 
mostly  subjecting  ourselves  to  a 
destructive  practice,  particularly 
if  we  imagine  ourselves  to  be 
conversing  with  our  Maker.  My 
recommendation  is  that  you  use 
monologue  instead  of  dialogue, 
and  that  you  think  of  God  in  the 
third  person  rather  than  the  sec- 


fetters  must  be  limited  to  250 
words.  All  correspondence  is 
subject  to  editing. 


Correspondents  should  refrain 
from  personal  attacks.  The  opin¬ 
ions  expressed  in  letters  to  the  edi¬ 
tor  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the 
views  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board. 


No  more  than  one  letter  from  any 
individual  will  be  printed  during 
a  three-month  period. 


When  in  the  judgment  of  the  edi¬ 
tor  a  given  issue  has  received  suf¬ 
ficient  attention,  correspondence 
dealing  with  it  will  no  longer  be 
published  and  a  notice  will  be 
printed  to  that  effect. 


When  one  has  been  bom 
from  above  he  becomes  a  part 
of  the  Body  of  Christ.  At  that 
time  one  should  become  affili¬ 
ated  with  a  local  church.  This  is 
a  very  important  decision.  This 
is  where  conviction  comes  into 

$ne  should  seek  out  a  local 
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Family  Bible  Series 

Practice  what  you  preach 

I  Timothy  4:1-16 


the  reality  of  reverence, 
piety,  ana  true  spiritual 
value.  It  is  a  word  much 
used  by  the  philoso¬ 
phers  of  Paul's  day. 
Godliness  is  a  right  atti¬ 
tude  and  response 
toward  the  one  true  God. 
Thus,  it  is  the  highest  of 
all  virtues.  In  II 
,rd  Corinthians  7:1,  Paul 
exhorted  us  to  "cleanse 
ourselves  from  all  defilement  of 
flesh  and  spirit,  perfecting  holi¬ 
ness  in  the  fear  of  God." 

A  sustaining  hope  (4:10). 
Verse  10  states  that  our  hope  is  in 
the  living  God.  Our  eternal  hope 
is  not  motivated  by  instant  grat¬ 
ification.  We  are  to  constantly 
labor  in  the  light  of  eternity.  As 
we  are  saved  in  hope  (Romans 
8:24),  so  we  are  to  live  in  hope 
and  minister  in  hope. 

The  Bible  teaches  that  those 
who  reject  God  will  be  sen¬ 
tenced  to  hell.  (Revelation 
20:11-15).  II  Thess.  1:8-9  says 
that  those  who  do  not  know 


Paul  Blanchard 


Christians  serve  Christ  well 
when  they  teach  by  word  and 
deed  the  truths  of  God's  Word. 
The  aim  of  this  lesson  is  to  lead 
adults  to  state  ways  they  will 
declare  and  demonstrate  the 
truths  of  God's  Word  in  the 
coming  week. 

An  ever  present  danger  (4:1- 
5).  Since  creation,  the  earth  has 
been  the  battleground  between 
God  and  Satan.  God  calls 
mankind  to  respond  to  his 
word,  and  Satan  tries  to  lure 
them  to  follow  lies.  Sadly,  even 
some  who  profess  to  follow 
God's  truth  turn  away  from  it. 
Among  many  examples  of 
apostasy  in  the  Old  Testament 
was  King  Amaziah  of  Judah.  H 


Chronicles  25:2  says  of 
him,  "he  did  right  in 
the  sight  of  the  Lord, 
yet  not  with  a  whole  Blanchard 
heart."  His  religion  , 
was  mere  external  behavior;  in 
his  heart  he  did  not  know  God. 

The  New  Testament  also  has 
its  share  of  apostates,  men  like 
Judas  Iscariot  (John  6:70-71)  and 
Demas  (2  Timothy  4:10).  Church 
history  from  New  Testament 
times  until  our  own  day  is  replete 
with  examples  of  apostates. 

An  attainable  benefit  (4:6-9). 

The  Apostle  Paul  calls  Timothy 
to  be  an  excellent  servant  of 
Jesus  Christ.  There  is  no  effec¬ 
tive  spiritual  ministry  apart 
from  personal  godliness,  since 
ministry  is  the  overflow  of  a 
godly  life. ’‘Godliness  expresses 


God  and  refuse  to  obey  the 
gospel  will  suffer  eternal  pun¬ 
ishment  away  from  God's  pres¬ 
ence.  Jesus  repeatedly  spoke  of 
the  danger  of  nell,  warning  that 
those  wno  rejected  him  would 
die  in  their  sins  (John  8:24). 
Reflecting  on  the  hope  that  is  in 
God  leads  adults  to  praise  and 
witnessing. 

A  powerful  example  (4:11- 
15).  Our  lives  are  to  be  witness¬ 
es  of  the  saving  grace  of  our 
Lord  Jesus.  Timothy  was 
warned  to  be  an  example  in 
speech.  A  man's  speech  reflects 
what  is  in  his  heart.  All  types  of 
sinful  speech  must  be  avoided 
by  the  born-again  Christian, 
including  any  deviation  from 
truthfulness.  Scripture  is 
replete  with  exhortations  to 
godly  living.  Seeing  the  impor¬ 
tant  results  of  a  solid  Christian 
service  can  lead  adults  to  seek 
ways  to  declare  and  to  demon¬ 
strate  God's  word  at  home,  at 
work,  at  play,  and  at  church. 
Timothy  was  also  to  be  an 


example  in  biblical  love,  which 
is  different  from  what  our  cul¬ 
ture  calls  love.  It  involves  self- 
sacrifice  on  behalf  of  others. 
Our  Lord  stated  in  John  15:13, 
"Greater  love  has  no  one  than 
this,  that  one  lay  down  his  life 
for  his  friends." 

A  worthwhile  result  (4:16). 
It  is  the  unmistakable  teaching 
of  scripture  that  persevering  in 
the  faith  is  a  mark  of  genuine 
salvation.  Jesus  said  in  John 
8:31,  "If  you  abide  in  my  word, 
then  you  are  truly  disciples  of 
mine."  Perseverance  can  only 
be  accomplished  by  the  power 
of  God.  We  should  be  watchful 
each  day  to  be  sure  our  lives 
reflect  and  honor  the  Lord 
Jesus.  People  should  be  able  to 
see  Jesus  in  us  instead  of  some 
false  cult  or  false  witness.  Like 
Matthew  stated,  those  around 
us  should  see  our  good  works 
and  glorify  our  Fatner,  who  is 
in  heaven! 

Blanchard  is  Director  of 
Missions,  Winston  Association. 


Explore  the  Bible 


Focusing  on  what  unites  us 

I  Cor.  1:10-13;  3:3-6, 16-17, 21-23 


and  cultures, 
ter  its  estab- 


McBride 


regions 


Paul  quickly  pointed  to  your  church  staff  accomplish  leaders.  God  gives  leaders  to  the 

the  underlying  cause  of  your  church's  mission?  church  in  order  to  meet  the 

this  divisiveness.  The  Sanctity  of  the  Church  churchs  spiritual  needs.  Though 
Instead  of  growing  into  (3:16-17).  Paul  continued.  Did  these  leaders  should  be  respect- 

mature  believers  of  you  not  know  that  the  church  is  ed  and  followed,  none  should 

Christ  and  feeding  on  the  temple  of  God  and  that  God  be  respected  more  than  the 

the  meat  of  the  word  of  dwells  in  his  temple?  The  ques-  other  (v21).  The  church  should 

God,  the  Corinthians  tion  carried  the  tone  of  disbe-  focus  on  the  message  and  pur- 

had  remained  babes,  lief.  Did  the  Corinthians  not  pose  of  the  leader,  rather  man 

_  _ They  were  still  attaching  know  the  danger  that  their  on  the  leader  himself. 

Probably  all  of  us  have  been  lishment  the  church  of  McBride  themselves  to  the  divisiveness  had  put  them  in.  We  should  note  the  chain  of 

touched  by  divisions  in  the  Corinth  consisted  of  .  world— they  were  still  God  himself  avenges  the  possession  Paul  gives  in  these  ^ 

church.  Many  of  us  have  expe-  Christians  who  had  been  led  to  fleshy.  Is  there  division  in  your  church  against  those  who  verses.  The  church  does  not 

rienced  first  hand  a  church  split  Christ  by  different  leaders.  It  fellowship?  Would  you  say  would  divide  it — even  if  they  belong  to  the  leaders.  The  lead- 

over  an  issue  which,  now  mat  wasn't  long  before  the  church  Christ  is  on  your  side  or  their  are  within  the  church.  ers  belong  to  the  church.  The 

we  look  back  on  it,  was  trivial  had  divided  itself  behind  these  side?  Paul  says  neither.  The  We  should  be  careful  to  note  church  belongs  to  Christ,  and  * 
and  of  little  importance.  One  various  leaders  and  a  spirit  of  enemy  of  unify  in  the  church  is  from  this  mild  rebuke  from  Christ  belongs  to  God.  When 

of  Satans  best  ploys  against  a  exclusiveness  prevailed,  immaturity — our  immaturity.  Paul  that  the  church  is  more  God's  ownership  is  acknowl- 

church  that  is  growing  in  the  Instead  of  unity,  there  was  divi-  Another  part  of  the  problem  important  to  God  than  our  own  edged  and  heeded  in  the 
Lord  is  to  drive  wedges  into  sion.  Such  division  arises  in  the  at  Corinth  was  a  poor  under-  personal  opinions  or  feelings.  If  church,  divisions  do  not  occur, 

their  unity.  Such  was  the  prob-  church  when  it  takes  its  eyes  off  standing  of  the  role  of  leaders  we  intentionally  or  uninten-  If  your  church  is  experienc- 

lem  Paul  addressed  in  the  the  Lord  and  begins  to  focus  on  in  the  church.  Rather  than  tionally  push  an  issue  to  divide  ing  division  now...  listen  to  Paul, 

opening  paragraphs  of  his  let-  itself.  Paul  exhorted  the  church  being  exclusive  and  having  God's  church,  God  will  act  Beware  that  you  do  not  divide 

ter  to  the  church  at  Corinth.  that  God  had  not  intended  the  great  authority,  Paul  said  lead-  against  us  in  retribution.  The  God's  church  because  of  imma¬ 
turity  in  Christ  (1:10-13).  church  be  divided  into  compet-  ers  were  servants  and  each  Cnurch  is  Holy  to  God.  turity.  Rather  seek  to  grow  in  the 

Because  of  its  location  at  the  ing  groups.  Instead  the  church  worked  in  partnership  to  The  Role  of  Leaders  (3:21-  knowledge  of  Christ,  for  in 

convergence  of  many  trade  was  to  be  united  in  their  com-  accomplish  Gods  work  in  the  23).  So  that  this  problem  would  Christ  there  is  unity, 

routes,  the  city  of  Corinth  con-  mon  commitment  to  Christ.  church.  Each  was  necessaiy.  not  surface  again  Paul  instruct-  McBride  is  pastor,  Kittiwake 
sisted  of  people  from  various  Enemies  of  Unity  (3:3-6).  What  are  you  doing  to  help  ed  the  church  on  the  role  of  Church,  Pass  Christian. 


sary  principle  by  which  to  but  with  encouragement  and  power.  God  loves  us  deeply 

live.  God  deserves  and  kindness,  you  were  not  afraid  to  and  listens  to  our  prayers.  Since 

demands  our  submission  ask  again  and  again.  How  much  he  "is  able  to  do  exceedingly 

to  him,  therefore,  as  we  greater  should  be  our  confi-  and  abundantly  above  all  that 

pray  our  submission  to  aence  in  God.  He  is  tried  and  we  ask  or  think"  (Eph.  3:20),  we 

God  should  bg  evident.  true.  Giving  us  exactly  what  we  can  be  sure  if  he  doesn't  fulfill 

Confidence  (86:5-7).  need  when  we  need  it.  God  all  our  requests  it  will  be 

Confidence  in  praying  responds  to  our  prayers  in  love  because  he  wants  to  give  us 

should  result  from  a  heart  ana  mercy.  There  is  no  other  something  better. 

, ...v,..  Wl/  _ _ j _ 1&  _ _ _ _ _ _  submitted  to  God's  will,  that  can  compare  with  God.  Therefore,  when  we  don't 

and  learning  to  pray,  her  parents  4).  Submission  is  the  Bennett  We  can  ble  confident  Praise  (86:8-13).  Confidence  receive  everything  for  which 
allowed  her  to  say  the  blessing  act  of  yielding  to  the  because  of  God's  answers  in  God  leads  to  praise!  The  we  ask,  we  need  not  be  dis- 

before  meals.  Instead  of  repeat-  authority  or  control  of  another,  to  our  previous  prayers.  We  more  we  pray,  the  more  confi-  couraged.  God  loves  us  and 

ing  a  prayer  from  memory,  she  There  is  no  doubt  in  these  vers-  know  God's  nature.  He  is  for-  dence  we  have  in  God.  The  delights  in  giving  us  what  we 

was  encouraged  to  talk  to  God  es  the  writer  is  yielding  to  the  giving  and  good.  He  proves  his  more  confidence  we  have  in  desire.  But  since  ne  knows  how 

and  thank  him.  After  closing  her  authority  and  control  of  the  love  to  us  as  he  answers  our  God,  the  more  we  should  things  will  end  even  before 

eyes  and  thanking  God  for  Lord.  The  writer,  described  as  a  prayers.  When  trouble  strikes,  praise  him.  True  praise  will  they  begin,  he  sometimes 

Mommy  and  Daddy,  she  opened  servant,  is  totally  devoted  to  God  should  be  the  first  to  lead  us  to  emulation.  Learning  answers  our  petitions  different- 

her  eyes  and  looked  at  the  table  the  master.  Thus,  he  calls  upon  whom  we  turn.  This  is  because  and  living  God's  ways  will  give  ly  from  what  we  ask.  God's 

and  continued,  "Thank  you  for  the  master  frequently  and  the  we  know  he  will  hear  and  us  an  undivided  heart.  Can  you  way  is  always  the  best  way. 

the  beans,  the  com,  the  peas,  the  master  hears,  answers  and  answer.  Practice  in  praying  will  envision  the  wonderful  things  Are  you  growing  in  you  abil- 
beets — no,  no,  not  the  beets!  brings  the  servant  great  joy.  develop  our  confidence  in  God.  that  could  happen  in  our  lives  ity  to  pray?  Is  practice  making 

Thank  you  for  the  roast  and  Submission  happens  to  be  Think  of  a  favorite  teacher,  and  in  our  churches  if  all  of  us  your  prayer  life  perfect?  Do 

combread.  Amen."  How  beauti-  one  of  the  words  most  of  us  The  first  time  you  asked  for  had  undivided  hearts?  you  let  tne  Holy  bpirit  guide 

fully  honest  are  the  prayers  of  lit-  would  rather  not  have  in  our  help  you  may  Jiave  been  a  bit  Petition  (86:14-17).  With  an  you  in  praying?  Remember  to 
tie  ones.  Wouldn't  it  be  a  great  if  vocabulary.  Because  of  the  free-  tentative,  not  knowing'  if  you  undivided  heart  we  can  pray  with  the  honesty  of  a 

Christians  would  pray  witn  both  doms  we  possess  in  America  would  receive  the  help  for  approach  God  with  our  peti-  child,  but  continue  to  mature  in 

the  honesty  of  children  and  the  and  the  times  in  which  we  live,  which  you*  asked.  When  that  tions.  When  we  become  con-  the  power  of  the  Spirit, 

maturity  of  adults?  This  lesson  submission  does  not  come  easy,  teacher  responded  to  you  with  scious  of  God's  greatness  and  Bennett  is  Dean  of  Students  at 

teaches  us  four  important  char-  For  the  Christian  it  is  a  neces-  not  only  the  help  you  needed,  glory,  prayer  takes  on  new  Blue  Mountian  College. 


Life  and  Work 

Prayer 


Psalm  86:1-17 


By  Becky  Bennett 


WVion  mt;  nioro  urac  mo 


acteristics  of  a  devel¬ 
oping  prayer  life. 

Qiikmiccinn 


BSSB,  NavPress  produce  CD  Bible  studies 


lessons  of  interest  to  youth.  mat,  an  acronym  for  Software 

According  to  NavPress  soft-  Template  for  Electronic 
ware  developer  Jim  Sneeringer,  Publishing. 

"StraighTrak"  on  CD-ROM  will  The  cost  of  StraighTrak  on 
combine  "timely,  youth-orient-  CD-ROM,  available  for  use 
ed  resources  with  a  state-of-the-  with  Windows  95  or  Windows 
art  electronic  library  system."  3.1,  is  $69.95.  The  product  can 
The  initial  release  of  200  be  purchased  at  Baptist  Book 
lessons  (volumes  1-20)  will  be  Stores,  selected  Christian  retail- 
available  this  summer  and  is  ers  and  through  the  Austin- 
being  published  in  the  Bible  Texas  based  NavPress  Software 
industry-standard  STEP  for-  company. 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  "StraighTrak  is  great  material 
The  Baptist  Sunday  School  for  youth  workers  to  use  in  a 


Board  (BSSB)  is  partnering  with  variety  of  settings:  Wednesday 
NavPress  Software  to  publish  nights,  lock-ins,  retreats,  con¬ 
its  "StraighTrak"  youth  materi-  ferences,  or  small  group  discus- 
als  on  CD-ROM,  the  first  set  of  sions." 

BSSB-produced  Bible  stud-  One  reason  for  the  product's 

ies  to  be  published  on  SSj  success  is  its  involvement 
computer-readable  of  youth  in  the  develop- 

media.  ment  of  the  materials. 

Used  by  more  Richard  Barnes,  man- 

than  20,000  teens  ager  of  the  youth 


Walking  across  country 
eoal  of  Tennessee  man 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (BP)  —  "He  wants  to  do  this  as  an 
Levi  Tarapen  set  out  on  a  3,600-  extension  of  the  ministry  of  this 
mile  waDc  across  the  United  church.  That  lends  a  lot  of  cred- 
States  May  5.  ibility  to  it,"  Shrum  noted. 

That  in  itself  is  not  unusual;  Tarapen  started  his  trek  from 
others  have  done  it.  What  Sullivans  Island,  near 
makes  Tarapen's  venture  spe-  Charleston,  S.C. 
cial  is  he's  doing  it  for  the  Lord.  He  hopes  to  walk  to 
Tarapen  literally  stepped  out  Knoxville,  Term.,  by  June  6  in 
in  faitn  because  he  believes  time  for  a  Promise  Keepers 
strongly  the  Lord  called  him  to  meeting  there, 
hike  across  the  United  States,  giv-  He  will  then  journey  to 
inghis  testimony  along  the  way.  Nashville  and  on  to  California 
Tarapen,  a  member  of  —  a  3,600-mile  trip  that  will 
Inglewood  Church,  Nashville,  take  about  six  months,  he  pro- 
was  baptized  last  November.  jects. 

"I  was  so  grateful  for  what  Although  traveling  by  him- 
the  Lord  had  done  in  my  life  self  on  two-lane,  primary 
that  I  prayed  for  a  mission  that  roads,  Tarapen  will  have  a  con- 
woula  glorify  Christ,"  the  44-  stant  companion, 
year-old  truck  driver  said.  "I  plan  to  speak  to  the  Lord 

"About  a  week  after  I  every  step  of  tne  way.  This  is  a 
prayed,  I  was  driving  to  growing  experience  for  me,"  he 
Indiana  and  it  came  to  me  the  said. 

Lord  wanted  me  to  walk  across  Tarapen  knows  it  will  not  be 
America  to  glorify  Jesus  easy.  "I  cannot  do  this  if  the 
Christ,"  he  said.  Lord  is  not  in  it,"  he  admitted. 

Tarapen's  pastor,  Kevin  Churches  along  his  route 
Shrum,  said  he  would  "be  have  been  notified  he  will  be 
skeptical"  if  not  for  Tarapen's  coming. 

attitude  and  approach  to  what  During  his  walk  across 
he  is  doing.  America,  Tarapen  said,  he 

"He  has  been  thoughtful,  hopes  to  convey  to  people  there 
prayerful,  and  meticulous  in  is  no  better  life  than  one  direct- 
nis  planning,"  Shrum  said.  ed  by  Jesus  Christ. 


Dear  Pen  Pal  Club, 

My  name  is  Marianna 
Fountain.  I  go  to  school  in 
Forest,  Miss,  and  I'm  7  in  the 
second  grade.  I  go  to  Forest 


just  being  nice.  My  birth- 
day  is  the  7th  of  August.  I  Hi 
have  two  sisters;  one  15 
and  the  other  17.  I  have  a  Cm 

fet  fish  named  Fishey  Fish 
ountain.  My  favorite  food 
is  BBQ  chicken.  I  don't  care  if 
a  boy  or  girl  writes  me. 

Please  write  to: 

103  Azalea  Dr. 

Forest,  MS  39074 
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Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Marx 
copyright  1997 


F  I ZQS  PVAD  SNI  PVADQ 
VO  NFL  SNWS  QIBS  LI, 
PNFMI  FS  FQ  HWT:  SNI 
BFYNS  JVLISN,  PNIB  BV 
LWB  )WB  PVAD. 

XVNB  BFBI:  OVZA 


Clue:  M  etpials  L 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and 
exercise  your  Bible  knowledge.  A 
King  lames  Version  Hible  verse  has 
been  ('TK  ixied  by  letter  substitution. 
The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  tht »  puzzle.  Solve  by 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  week's 
ffuzzle:  Mark  Four  Forty-one. 


Around  60  Baptist  Student  Union  leadership,  friends  and  staff 
from  the  three  campuses  of  Gulf  Coast  Community  College 
braved  gale  force  winds  and  1 00  pounds  of  boiled  crawfish  at 
the  annual  end  Of  the  year  leadership  celebration.  The  three 
campus  BSU  presidents  are:  (from  left)  Mark  Pichon,  Jackson 
County  Campus;  Amy  Shaw,  Jeff  Davis  Campus;  Stuart 
McMorris,  Ferkinston  Campus.  Tim  Thomas  is  the  director.  (BR 


You  Shall  Love  the 
Lord  with  All  Your 
Heart.  Soul,  and  Mind 

Source:  Ten  to  Crow  On:  Teaching  the  Ten  Commandments  to  Today's  Child 

by  Sandra  Klaus  (ZondervanPublishingHouse,  1992). 

Available  at  your  local  bookstore  or  by  calling  1-800-727-3480. 
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